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JosÉ “Cowboy” MuÑoz says working with GPs 

technology, including AutoTrac, is less tiring and 

less stressful than relying on markers to plant, 

plow and spray.

By RON SMITHFarm Press Editorial Staffrsmith@farmpress.com

R onnie Lumpkins’ children, Lana 
and Brad, might give him a bit of 
good-natured ribbing about put-

ting technology to work on the grain 
farm he’s operated for years near Leonard, 
Texas — but they are quick to acknowl-
edge that he has always been a trendsetter, 
eager to try new things that can improve 
efficiency and profit potential.Lumpkins has been a leader in north-

east Texas agriculture for decades, grow-
ing wheat, soybeans, corn and grain sor-
ghum, alternating crops as weather and 
market conditions dictate. This year he’s 
growing wheat and soybeans and consid-
ering a bit of cotton.Lana and Brad both came back to 

the farm, and are using expertise they 
gained elsewhere to increase efficiency. 
Lana worked for a large corporation in 
Dallas for several years, and Brad studied 
computer technology with a Microsoft 
networking school.

“I’ve been messing with computers all my life,” Brad says. “But I wanted to farm instead of going to Dallas to work.”
He and Lana are draw-ing on their computer and organizational skills to bring 

the global positioning system technology 
their father uses to increase efficiency in 
the field into the farm office to help with 
decisions on crop production.Ronnie is getting more real-time infor-

mation about what’s going on with his 
crops. “I want to be able to determine, on 

any given day, exactly what I have invested 
in a specific field to that point,” he says.

“We have the capability to do that,” 
Lana says, but they are still refining their 
system. “So far, we’re just dipping our toe 
into the massive pool of information out 

there. Daddy’s open to it — he’s always 
been an early adopter of technology.”

Brad says they’re working with Helena 
Chemical Company, using a Veris rig to 
identify soil types, structure and texture. ALSO IN THIS ISSUE
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GPS, computerization improve 
efficiency for Texas grain growers

JIM SWART, Texas AgriLife Extension integrated pest management 

specialist, walks a wheat variety trial plot with Ronnie Lumpkins and 

his son Brad and daughter Lana, northeast Texas grain growers.
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